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National Industrial 
Training and Assessment 
Centers network honors 
CGCC with the Manufac-
turing Outcomes Award 
for outstanding real-world 
support and engagement 
with small and mid-sized 
manufacturers

Columbia Gorge Com-
munity College’s Ad-
vanced Manufacturing 
and Fabrication program 
has been named the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s 
Industrial Training and As-
sessment Center (ITAC) 
Center of the Year for 
Manufacturing Outcomes 
at the annual ITAC Direc-
tors Meeting in Park City, 
Utah. The award recogniz-
es CGCC’s leadership in 
delivering direct, measur-
able support to manufac-
turers through technical as-

sistance, engagement, and 
applied problem-solving.

The Manufacturing 
Outcomes Award is a na-
tional ITAC “Center of the 

Year” honor from the U.S. 
Department of Energy, rec-
ognizing the center with 
the most impactful, mea-
surable results for small 

and mid-sized manufactur-
ers.

Funded through a 
$1.97 million DOE grant, 
CGCC’s ITAC serves as a 

regional hub for advanced 
manufacturing training 
and technical assistance 
at the college’s campus 
in The Dalles. The center 
helps small- and medium-
sized manufacturers im-
prove productivity, reduce 
material waste, and lower 
energy use while giving 
students hands-on experi-
ence with advanced manu-
facturing technology.

“Our manufacturers 
are the backbone of the 
Gorge economy, and this 
national recognition shows 
that CGCC is helping them 
compete at a high level,” 
said Dr. Kenneth Lawson, 
CGCC’s president. “By 
pairing industry-scale tools 
with student talent and fac-
ulty expertise, we’re solv-
ing real problems for local 

By Charlie Plante
DeVaul Publishing

The Columbia Gorge 
Bluegrass Festival is once 
again ready to fill the air 
with musical notes at the 
Skamania County Fair 
Grounds Thursday through 
Sunday.

At the festival, there 
will be bands performing, 
instrument workshops that 
professional musicians 
will lead, square dancing, a 
chance for children to learn 
an instrument and get on 
stage, “Jammers Jamboree” 
and a gospel show.

“It’s a community event 
in which we think it’s really 
good for people just to get 
together and realize that we 
can play together again,” 
Fred Coates, the master of 
ceremonies for the festival, 
said. “It’s a bluegrass col-
lection of people coming to 
play bluegrass music.”

Coates described blue-
grass music as “They sing 
mountain music and tell 
stories with the songs,” 
Coates said. “ And most of 
the stories are sad or heart-
broken, but they’re at a 
tempo that makes you feel 
good about them.”

The festival has contin-
ued over the last 34 to 35 
years, Coates said.

On Sundays, musicians 
will teach children how to 
play music and facts about 
the instrument they’re play-
ing and at the end, they will 
be allowed to go on stage to 
perform what they learned. 

This is called Chicks 
Kids, a tradition that has 
been happening for at least 
the past 20 years, accord-
ing to Coates. Children can 
play mandolins, guitars and 
ukuleles, as those are easi-
er to learn than a fiddle or 
banjo, Coates said. 

“Oftentimes women’s 
groups are overlooked be-
cause there aren’t that many 
women in the genre, but if 
you find them, they’re very 
exceptional musicians,” 
Coates, the man who finds 
and hires bands for the fes-
tival, said.

The bands that are at-
tending include: Bron-
wyn Keith-Hynes, Never 
Come Down, Oly Moun-
tain Boys, Westbound Sky, 
Skillethead, Whiskey Deaf, 
BonBon & JBell, Bill Jol-

liff, Sweet Fern and more. 
Many include women and 
one is a women-only group.

When Coates started at-
tending the festival, he was 
a musician. He then found 
his way to become the mas-
ter of ceremonies, where 
he has been for the last 10 
years. 

He then spoke about the 
culture that surrounds blue-
grass music.

“If seven people get to-
gether, they will all know 

at least 100 songs in this 
genre where they can 
just play them together,” 
Coates said. “At the end 
of it, you’ve had three 
minutes of real joy being 
together and you may not 
know anything else about 
each other, except through 
music, through those three 
minutes.”

Schedule
Thursday, 7 p.m. - 9 

p.m.
Jammers Jamboree (free 

admission)
Friday, 4 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Concert series
Old Time Square Danc-

ing at 10 p.m. (free admis-
sion)

Saturday, 10 a.m. - 9 
p.m.

Free workshops from 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m.

Live bands from 2 p.m. 
- 10 p.m.

Sunday, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Gospel show (free ad-

mission) 
Chicks Kids 10 a.m. - 1 

p.m.
Festival Admission
$40 - Friday Admission 
$40 - Saturday Admis-

sion
$75 - Weekend Admis-

sion 
Festival details:
Tickets will be available 

at the door.
Free admission on 

Thursday and Sunday.
Children 12 years and 

younger are admitted free 
when accompanied by an 
adult.
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News 
Briefs
BOTG Kite 
Festival set

  The Bridge of the 
Gods (BOTG) Youth Kite 
& Wing Festival is back 
and you’re invited to come 
watch the next generation 
of wind sport legends take 
flight this Friday through 
Sunday.

Since 2000, BOTG 
has been spring boarding 
youth kiteboarders and 
wingfoilers into the pro 
scene, and this year’s ac-
tion will be bigger and bet-
ter than ever.

Competition: Kite 
and Wing athletes (ages 
20 & under) throwing 
down big air and techni-
cal tricks.  Natural sta-
dium seating right on the 
waterfront at the iconic 
East Point Kite Beach – 
the perfect place to catch 
all the action vendors and 
merchants along the beach 
to explore between heats

Then on Sunday, stick 
around for the legendary 
Gorge Blowout – a 17-
mile downwind race from 
Stevenson to Hood River 
open to all watercraft. The 
Gorge Blowout has been 
taking place in the Gorge 
since 1980! This is a race 
for experienced watermen 
and women only. 

The weekend schedule:
Friday, July 24: Youth 

Kite & Wing Competition
Saturday, July 25: 

Backup Wind Day
Sunday, July 26: The 

Gorge Blowout Down-
wind Race (Start: Steven-
son, Finish: Hood River 
Marina)

Bring a chair, bring a 
friend, and come cheer on 
these incredible athletes 
as they push the limits of 
wind sports all weekend 
long. Have questions, want 
to sponsor or volunteer? 
Contact Rachel at: rach-
elcallahanbotg@gmail.
com

Spain comes
to Stevenson

Alexis House is hosting 
a special class Saturday to 
bring the flavors of Spain 
to Stevens.

On Saturday, July 25,  
from 2 – 4 p.m., a Spanish 
cooking class with Chef 
José Gómez Elegido is 
scheduled. There is a $40 
fee to is attend.

Alexis House is located 
at 25 Russell Ave. in Ste-
venson.

Free Summer 
Concert Series

Enjoy free outdoor 
live music at Skamania 
Lodge’s Summer Concert 
Series, featuring Pacific 
Northwest artists and a va-
riety of genres including 
pop, country, blues, folk, 
and soul.

Concerts take place at 
The Backyard Grill 1131 
SW Skamania Lodge Way, 
in Stevenson on Sunday 
afternoons, 5– 7 pm.

This day in history
1894	 First-ever automobile race runs from Paris to 

Rouen.
1934	 Bank robber John Dillinger gunned down in 

Chicago.
1991	 Cannibal and serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer is 

caught.
2003	 Jessica Lynch, a soldier rescued from Iraqi, 

returns home to a hero’s welcome.
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The Rosa Lees’ Rachel Buklad picks the banjo in 
2025. 

The Whiskey Deaf bluegrass band of Portland per-
forms Friday, July 25, at the Columbia Gorge Blue-
grass Festival in Stevenson. The band includes Ja-
mie Blair, banjo, left, Annie Staninec, violin, Ethan 
Lawton, mandolin, John Kael, guitar, and vocals, 
and Dodo Johnson, bass (not pictured). 

Bluegrass Festival this weekend in Stevenson

Photo courtesy of Skamania County Fairground

Crowds enjoy annual Bluegrass festival!

Local community college manufacturing program 
named Center of the Year by Department of Energy

Courtesy photo

Pictured left to right: Clifton Yin, U.S. Department of Energy, Lindsey Hege-
mann and Robert Wells-Clark, Columbia Gorge Community College; Ruth 
Georges, U.S. Department of Energy
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Longtime 
local 
residents 
purchase 
Scoopy’s 
Social Club
By Stevenson Downtown 
Association

Scoopy’s Social Club, 
a downtown Stevenson 
staple during the summer 
months, is now under the 
ownership of Desirae and 
Joe Bainbridge. The couple 
purchased the beloved ice 
cream shop from Justin and 
Courtney Gross in June and 
opened later that month for 
the busy season.

“We are so excited to be 
a part of the vibrant down-
town business community 
here in Stevenson,” said De-
sirae, who primarily runs the 
shop with the help of return-
ing summer staff. “Scoopy’s 
is a special place and we are 
honored to continue that – 
not just for our local friends 
and neighbors, but for the 

visiting families and vaca-
tioners who come to visit 
our amazing town. Our goal 
is for Scoopy’s to be a last-
ing part of those traditions, 
creating memories that peo-
ple will look back on fondly 
for years to come.”

Scoopy’s is located at 196 
SW 2nd Street in Stevenson 
and open hours are 12 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Sun-
day, through October.

The Bainbridges both 
grew up in Stevenson, at-
tending the same schools 
as their children and each 
of them bring an exten-
sive career in the local 
hospitality industry with a 
combined 40 years of ser-
vice experience. Justin and 
Courtney Gross purchased 
Granny’s Gedunk Ice 
Cream Parlor in 2021 and 

Washington’s nation-
al forests are expanding 
digital payment options at 
recreation sites. Visitors 
can now pay fees using 
the Recreation.gov mobile 
app at certain trailheads, 
day-use areas and camp-
grounds across the state. 
Digital payments reduce 
cash-handling and van-
dalism, allowing For-
est Service staff to spend 
more time maintain-
ing recreation facilities 
and assisting visitors. 
Download the app and set 
up a Recreation.gov ac-
count before visiting any of 
Washington’s five national 
forests. Visitors can scan 
a QR code on-site and pay 
instantly, even without cell 
service, as long as the app 
is downloaded and set up in 
advance. Record the con-
firmation code on the pro-
vided slip and display it at 
your vehicle or campsite. 
America the Beautiful and 
Northwest Forest Passes 
remain valid at most day-
use fee sites and trailheads. 

Passes can be purchased on-
line, at local vendors, or at 
Forest Service offices. For 
information on purchasing 
passes go online to www.
fs.usda.gov/r06/passes.   
Some sites operated by 
concessionaires may 
not accept digital pay-
ment or passes. Always 
check the forest website 
for site specific details or 
contact the local ranger 
district before visiting. 
Cashless forests include:

 
Okanogan -Wenatchee 

National Forest
All Forest Service man-

aged fee sites are fully 
cashless. Sites managed 
by concessionaires con-
tinue to accept cash or 
check, with some also ac-
cepting digital payment. 
More information: www.
fs.usda.gov/r06/okanogan-
wena tchee /newsroom/
stories/digital-payment-
now-required-most-recre-
ation-sites. 
Olympic National Forest

All Forest Ser-

vice managed fee sites 
are fully cashless. 
Self-service automated fee 
machines are available at 
select locations, including 
Quinault Rainforest Trail-
head, outside the Quinault 
Office (Willaby and Falls 
Creek Campground fees 
are collected at this sta-
tion), outside the Quil-
cene Office, Lena Lake 
Trailhead (Lena Lake and 
Hamma Hamma Camp-
ground fees are collected 
as this station), Big Creek 
Campground, Seal Rock 
Campground/Day Use 
Area and Klahowya Camp-
ground/Day Use Area. 
More information: www.
fs.usda.gov/r06/olympic/
newsroom/stories/cashless-
digital-payments-and-self-
service-fee-booth-options

Forests accepting both 
digital payment and cash/
check include:
Colville National Forest

Several Forest Service 
managed campgrounds 
are now accepting digi-

Digital payments now accepted 
in Washington’s national forests
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News 
Briefs
Two vehicles 
in car collison 
on St. Rt. 14

At 8:04 a.m. on July 6, 
two vehicles were in a col-
lision while traveling East-
bound on State Route 14 at 
milepost 117.

The Washington State 
Patrol reports that a blue 
2003 Honda Accord with 
driver, Amanda Deiss, 
White Swan, and passen-
ger, Frank Lewis, White 
Swan, was turning left 
onto a county road. A red 
2012 Toyota Scion driven 
by Amy Wilcox, Roos-
evelt, attempted to pass 
and struck the first vehicle.

Deiss and Lewis were 
determined to be not in-
jured, however Wilcox 
was transported to Klicki-
tat County Hospital as a 
precautionary measure. 
Both vehicles have report-
able damage.

Courtesy Washington 
State Patrol

Domestic violence 
survivors will 
gather to listen

A private listening ses-
sion for survivors and vic-
tims of domestic violence 
will be held Thursday, July 
16 at 5 p.m. at the Ska-
mania County Council on 
Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault (SCCDVA) 
office. 

This event will be con-
fidential, but anyone who 
wants to share their story 
and listen to others is in-
vited to attend by calling 
(509) 427-4210 ahead of 
time or arriving at the door.

“This gathering is a 
safe, confidential space 
where you can share your 
experiences, concerns, 
and ideas,” the SCCDVA 
wrote.

Childcare is avail-
able for those who need 
it. Light food will be pro-
vided.

The SCCDVA’s located 
at 40 SW Cascade Ave, 
Suite 110 Stevenson, WA 
98648.

Skamania Port 
hosts chamber 
Happy Hour

The Port of Skama-
nia County will host the 
monthly Skamania Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce 
Happy Hour event on 
Wednesday, July 15.

The social gathering is 
scheduled from 4:30 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the port’s of-
fices located at 212 SW 
Cascade Avenue in Ste-
venson.

Tickets are $5 for 
chamber members and 
$10 for non-members. It 
includes appetizers and 
beverages.

This is an opportunity 
to learn more about the 
event host, as well as get-
ting to know other cham-
ber members and those in 
the community.

This day in history
1099 Jerusalem captured in First Crusade.
1789 Lafayette selected colonel-general of the 

National Guard of Paris.
1799 Rosetta Stone found.
1903 Ford Motor Company takes its first order.
1918 Second Battle of the Marne begins with final 

German offensive.
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Columbia Gorge
Bluegrass Festival

July 23 – 26
Skamania County

Fairgrounds
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Submitted by Skama-
nia County Council on 
Domestic Violence and 
Sexual Assault (SCCD-
VSA)

When domestic vio-
lence makes headlines, 
one question is repeated 
again and again: “Why 
didn’t they just leave?” 
It is a question rooted in 
misunderstanding. Leav-
ing an abusive relation-
ship is not simple, and 
for many victims, it is 
not immediately safe. To 
build a community that 
truly supports survivors, 
we must understand the 
complex reasons many 
victims stay — and how 
we can help without 
judgment.
Fear and Escalation of 

Violence
The most dangerous 

time for a victim is when 
they attempt to leave. 
Abusers often escalate 
their violence when they 
feel their control slip-
ping. Many victims stay 
because they believe — 
often correctly — that 
leaving could put them 
or their children at great-
er risk. Staying can be a 
strategic act of survival.

Financial Barriers
Economic abuse is 

common. Victims may 
have no access to money, 
transportation, or em-
ployment. They may fear 
homelessness or losing 
custody of their children. 
When someone has been 
financially isolated for 
years, leaving can feel 
impossible.
Children, Family and 
Community Pressure

Victims often stay 
to protect their children 
from instability or be-
cause they fear losing 
them in court. Some 
face pressure from fam-
ily, faith communities, 
or cultural expectations 
that discourage separa-
tion. These pressures can 
be powerful and deeply 
rooted.

Psychological 
Manipulation and 
Trauma Bonding
Abusers rarely be-

gin relationships with 

violence. They start 
with affection, promises 
and trust-building. Over 
time, cycles of abuse 
and reconciliation create 
emotional bonds that are 
difficult to break. Vic-
tims may hope the abuser 
will change or believe 
the abuse is their fault.

Lack of Trust in 
Systems

Many victims have 
sought help before and 
were dismissed or left 
without meaningful pro-
tection. Some fear retali-
ation, community judg-
ment, or involvement 
from child protective 
services. When systems 
fail, victims may feel saf-
er staying with the harm 
they know.

Love and Hope
It may be uncomfort-

able to acknowledge, but 
many victims love their 
partners. They remember 
who the abuser was be-
fore the violence. They 
hope for change. Love 
does not erase danger, 
but it complicates the de-
cision to leave.

How Community 
Members Can Safely 

Intervene
Witnessing domestic 

violence can be fright-
ening, and people often 
don’t know what to do. 
Safety — for the victim, 
for you and for any chil-
dren present — must al-
ways come first.
If you witness domestic 

violence:
Do not physically 

intervene. Abusers 
may become more vio-
lent, and victims may 
be harmed further. Your 
safety matters too.

Call 911 if someone 
is in immediate danger. 
Provide clear details: lo-
cation, description and 
whether weapons are in-
volved.

Use verbal interrup-
tion from a safe dis-
tance. If safe, you can 
say something like, “I’m 
calling for help,” or “Is 
everyone okay?” This 
can disrupt the situation 
without escalating it.

Why some domestic 
violence victims 
choose to stay

Stevenson ice cream shop 
under new ownership
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Elephant ears enjoyed at N. Bonneville Senior Center

Photos courtesy of Senior Services of Skamania County

Cheryl Wright and Jim Nolan prepare elephant 
ears at the North Bonneville Senior Center on Sat-
urday, July 11. The sales support the nonprofit 
organization which provides meals to seniors on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The fundraiser brought 
in more than $500.

The Rosander/Graber family of Stevenson enjoys elephant ears on the front 
lawn of the North Bonneville Senior Center.
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Photo courtesy of SDA

Desirae and Joe Bainbridge.


